journals will continue to evolve and expand in response to the changing landscape and the broader impact that our field and the Union is making. At the last Congress and General Assembly, several countries joined the IUCr and at the 24th Congress individuals have been offered the opportunity to become more closely involved with the Union through the Associates programme. We expect this, together with the science focus provided by our journals, will provide further cohesion as envisaged by the founders of the Union.
To mark the 70th anniversary of the Union and to attract scientific leaders from the wider structural science communities (both producers and users of structures) to join our journals, we issued two calls for editorial board members this spring. The first call resulted in the appointment of five Main Editors, namely Elena Boldyreva and Chiara Massera (Crystallographic Communications: Acta Crystallographica E), Ingolf Lindau (Journal of Synchrotron Radiation), Gary McIntyre (Journal of Applied Crystallography) and Mark van Raaij (Structural Biology Communications: Acta Crystallographica F). The second call, which primarily focused on Coeditorial positions, attracted highly qualified candidates and resulted in 19 new appointments with nine for our chemistry and materials journals, and nine for our structural biology journals, as well as one for Foundations and Advances: Acta Crystallographica A. This journal celebrates its 50th anniversary next year together with Acta Crystallographica B: Structural Science, Crystal Engineering and Materials. Next year also marks the 70th anniversary of Acta Crystallographica, the 25th anniversary of Acta Crystallographica D: Structural Biology and the 50th anniversary of the Journal of Applied Crystallography. It also marks the 25th anniversary of the formal approval by the Union's General Assembly of the launch of Journal of Synchrotron Radiation; the approval of which came at a time when it was not obvious how major an impact synchrotron radiation would have on the crystallographic world. As we approach the 70th anniversary of peerreviewed publications from the IUCr, we can take pride in our portfolio of publications and our aim of getting most of our journals into the top 20% of peer-reviewed publications with a number in the top 10%.
The quality of papers that we publish depends not only on the quality of submissions, but also on the fair and rigorous scientific peer review that our Editors, Co-editors and referees undertake. For the last two years papers in our journals have carried the name of the Co-editor responsible for handling the peer-review process for the paper. During 2018, we aim to give referees the choice of having their name published at the end of an article (or remaining anonymous), and hope that this will enable better recognition of the contribution that referees make to our journals.
